The impact of deep brain stimulation on the nonmotor symptoms of Parkinson's disease.
Deep brain stimulation (DBS) is a well-established therapy for patients with advanced Parkinson's disease (PD) with clear benefits on many of the motor symptoms. The effects of DBS on the nonmotor symptoms are less well examined. Emergence of tools to measure the nonmotor burden in PD is now allowing a more objective assessment of impact of DBS on such symptoms. Here we review the pertinent evidence and conclude that, as a therapy, DBS has a major potential to contribute towards the holistic care of PD patients.